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Since the introduction of digital video DV technology, the means of production have become 
more democratized. Filmmakers can conceivably shoot a film with a digital video camera 
and edit the film, create and edit the sound and music, and mix the final cut on a high-end 
home computer. However, while the means of production may be democratized, financing, 
distribution, and marketing remain difficult to accomplish outside the traditional system. 
Most independent filmmakers rely on film festivals to get their films noticed and sold for 
distribution. The arrival of internet-based video websites such as YouTube and Veoh has 
further changed the filmmaking landscape, enabling indie filmmakers to make their films 
available to the public. 


Box office : In early March 2020, it was predicted that the global box office could lose US 
billion as a result of the pandemic. Countries that are pandemic hot-spots have closed or 
restricted cinemas and movie theaters, negatively affecting film revenue. Attendance has 
also been lower in other regions. Following the pandemic in mainland China, 70,000 
cinemas were closed in January 2020. In the first two months of 2020, Chinas box office was 
down to US.9 million, compared to US.148 billion in the first two months of 2020.2 Later, as 
a result of the pandemic in Italy, on March 8, 2020, the Italian government ordered all 
cinemas to be closed, for up to a month. Before the closure, box office tracking estimated a 
94% drop for the weekend of March 6-8 compared to the same period the previous year.8 
Because of the growing pandemic in France, cinemas are operating at half capacity, leaving 
strategic seats unavailable to reduce proximity in the screens,9 a move followed days later 
by the Irish and Northern Irish cinema chain Omniplex Cinemas.10 On March 12, Qatar also 
closed all cinemas,11 as did the US on March 17, Malaysia and Thailand on March 18,12 the 
UK on March 20, Australia and New Zealand on March 22, and Singapore on March 27.13 
After a state of emergency was declared in Tokyo and six other prefectures in Japan on April 


7,14 over 220 cinemas were closed.151617 


Festivals : Many festivals and events have been cancelled or postponed. Postponements 
include the Thessaloniki Documentary Festival, set to begin on March 5 and rescheduled for 
June 202047 the Beijing International Film Festival, planned for April 2020 and postponed 
indefinitely48 the Prague International Film Festival, moved from late March to sometime 
later in 2020 the Bentonville Film Festival, set for April 29 - May 2 and moved to August31 
the Istanbul International Film Festival, set for April 10-21 and postponed to a later date in 
202049 and the Tribeca Film Festival.11 The Cinequest Film & Creativity Festival, a two- 
week festival in March, experienced low attendance during its first week and postponed its 
second week to August 2020.50 The 20th Beverly Hills Film Festival scheduled for April 
1-15 is postponed indefinitely.51 The 38th Fajr International Film Festival, scheduled for 
April 16-24 in Tehran, has been postponed, with plans to organize the event in late 
spring.52 The 2020 Metro Manila Summer Film Festival, originally scheduled for April 
11-21, was also postponed after the decision to place Metro Manila the epicenter of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in the Philippines under community quarantine was announced, 
however, it was later cancelled.53 
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